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negatively skewed distribution (i.e. the tail extends to the left). Panel D shows a symmetrical distribu-

tion. Understanding distribution shapes is very important to some of the more advanced things you will 

be covering later on, but for now think about the sorts of things which might be positively, negatively 

or symmetrically distributed. For example, you might be surprised to find that exam scores on a range 

of 0–100% tend to be quite negatively skewed. It makes sense, though: the range stops at 100, and there 

are not too many really low scores. On the other hand, salaries tend to be positively skewed – the range 

extends very far to the right, and there are not many really high salaries at that end. Finally, many natural 

characteristics (e.g. height, weight, etc.) are symmetrically distributed.
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